What makes news?

* Conflict

* Human interest
* Prominence

* Proximity

* Impact

* Timeliness

* Surprise/departure from
the norm

* Change and trends

What do they want?

* Accessibility

* Quick information

* To tell a story

* To be first

* Facts and documentation
* Good visuals
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Reporters: Who are they?

* Multimedia journalists
* Cover multiple beats

* Limited time/resources
* Often young

* Change jobs often

* Generally neutral

When a reporter calls (before the interview)

* Assume everything is on the record
e Listen first
* Don’t answer anything immediately
* Know you don’t have to answer every question
* Ask questions of the reporter
-Who are you with?
- What is the focus of your story?
- Why are they calling you?
- What specific information do you need?
- When do you need it?
- When will the story air/print?
- Who else are they interviewing as sources?
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